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THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF GOD

I greet you today in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,
for there is no other name under heaven glven among men whereby:we
must be saved, and we must do everything in this wonderful name of
Jesus.

The Church of God (7th Day) has a respected place in human
history, and it has come down through the ages to us, a 1live and
vital creation of God. On Calvary's Hill the beloved Savioury Jesus,
shed His precious blood, and as He hung there on that evil craoss
with His blood running out, with that blood He purchased the Church
of God. (1)

God, the Father, set into this church which was bought with His
Son's blood, governments, first apostles, secondarily prophets, third-
ly teachers, pastors, evangelists, and other workers along with gov-
ernments. (2) Jesus Christ is the head of this church and established
principles which have come down through the ages to us today. And
these principles of the Church of God are just as real today as they
were instituted by the Lord Jesus Christ.(3) Our Saviour gave the
most ample authority to the apostles to teach in his name, command-
ing them to preach the gospel to every creature and directing all to
hear and obey them. <Jesus said, "He that heareth you, heareth me,
And he that despiseth you, despiseth me, and he that despiseth me
despiseth him that sent me." Unless we should be mistaken in dis-
tinguishing between the true Church of God and the many false sects,
which our Lord predicted would arise, Jesus was pleased to stamp up-
on His true church; shining marks by which every sincere inquirer of
all ages could easily recognize His church as the true and pure one.

The principal marks of the characteristics of the true Church
of God are that its people are one. One in purpose, one in sincerity,
one in action, because there is only one Father in heaven and one
God over all and this creates a unity. And this unity of Children
of God belonging to the body of Christ, the Church of God, has come
down through the ages to us today. That by unity one member for
another we inculcate the truth of keeping the commandments of God
and professing the testimony of Jesus Christ. By unity is meant
that the members of the Church of God are united in belief in keep-
ing the commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. (5)
We acknowledge the authority of Jesus and His word and the Bible as
the only real truth and authority.

Jesus said in His admirable prayer - "I pray for them also who
through their word should believe in me that they all may be one as
thou Father in me.and I in thee that they also may be one in us that
the world may believe that thou sent me." (6) Because the unity of
the Church is the most luminous evidence of divine mission of Jesus
Christ, Jesus prayed that his followers may be united in the bond
of a common faith as He and His Father are united in essence and
certainly the prayer of Jesus is heard of every year down through
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ineteen hundred years ago to this very present time.

Paul ranks schism and here

he declares that the authoz

y with crimes of murder
s of sects should not

e

possess the kingdom of God. (7 He also addresses a leter to the

I I

Ephesians from his prison in Rome, where he tells us in this, epistle,
"Be to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of pe&ace

because are called in:<one

is one body and one spirit as you

hope of your calling. One one faith, one baptism, one God and
of all who is abos nd through all and in us all. And
all, he says, God, not many Gods, as you acknow-
the same divine as our many
ners, as you are 1fied by the same St power
and not by many spirits, as you have one hope same

cingdom of God to be established here and not many king so must
we all profess the same faith wich was handed down to the saints,

e s to the early Christian church, and then passed right down
to us today through the many ages.

Unity of government is not less essential to the Church of God
1an unity of doctrine. Our divine Saviour never speaks of His

irches, but only of His church. He does not say upon this rock
11 T build my churches, but upon this ¥ockK T will build my church. {(8)
From which words we must conclude that it was neve 1 intention
of the Father nor the Son to sancti o many diffez denomina-
i J 1e corporate body only with members

tions and so many churche
Y

united under one visible

€ s the Chur of God is a visible

and Christ is re Father is real and so the
Church of God today is very real and this is the church I want to
write to you about.

body tod

The term Church of God is used by many denominations and groups. (9)

This is rather confusing. One way of differentiating these groups is
by adding the headquarters cities to the name or a prefix or a suf-
e

fix to the name. These Churches of God are all of distinct American
origin, but with one exception, the Church of God, 7th day with head-
quarters at Salem, West Virginia. It is the only church that had
European connections before coming to America. Furopean Sabbath
keepers came to Rhode Island and later spread over the rest of the

13 original colonies. The Sabbath keepers came from Holland, Bohemia,
Moravia, Germany, France. They came from.all countries of Europe
where they wére persecuted, to come to this country where they had
peace and religious liberty and freedom for a while in order to keep
the commandments of God and the Faith of Jesus. The Sabbath keeping
people spread through the original states very quickly. The Church
of God grew in leaps and in bounds in the new world, which was open
to all for religious freedom. Satan, the ever present adversary,
began changing his tactics. No longer did he try to persecute the
church with physical harm or physical incarcerations, but now he was




R
T B
I
1
the
I rent
¢ S| ta rent 1mp eourt of Cont Europe.
| iy o S 1€
) ] =
)
11 - Y I
1 \
L( own i cl
1 s I
(4 | to dea
A ' g Y
1< C
G2 [ 1 Ot
nan« Nncs o1l 1OC
( cel Ol { =
stat : 5 I
€ d
- B e ¥
La . wWnhich di

evolutionar

Y 5 . d= -
printed was

r Miller t back to the Ephrata community after the
war was,over he tried to purchase English Bibles. The only place the

coul them from was England. And so they went about print-
ing Bible in America. And it was printed th at Ephrata,
Pennsylvani And we are so proud it was Sabbath keeping people

to put out this wonderful message to the pecople here
nerica. First the Bible was written in German. It was then

in

translated and put into English and placed on the market for a more
reasonable cost than the English Bible they could purchase from
England.
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Eckerling brothers, Samuel, Gabriel, Emmanual and Israel
like the idea of not being mar: They determined to leave

and take wives with them and s 0 another settlement of
keepers. They came over into western Virginia. This is now
o

West Virginia. They settled on thé Ohio river and for fear of the
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The Church yroven to the world that the Word of God
is true and it means what it states. 1 set a frivolous
t's return. We must all watch and wait for the coming
of Christ. (11) Only God the Father, in heaven knows at what time
e will send forth His only Son the second time to the earth. This

NO one can







